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Welcome to Friends of the Falcons First Organization

Unit History

The Mission of The Friends of the Falcons First Organization is to work in cohesion with the
» Command Group

Fort Myers Rotary Club in order to provide support to the Soldiers of the 1st Battalion, 77th
Battalion Website Field Artillery during their deployment operations by providing items currently unavailable to

, them by normal military means.
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Unit Information

+ Unit History - “MSuperbowl Party

+» Command Grou
P On Sunday February 1st 2009 the Falcons were rewarded with a well

+ Battalion Website B deserved Superbowl party. This would mark the first time that 172nd Soldiers

, Battery Websites fwere legally authorized to drink alchoholic beverages in the Iraqi Theatre.

Photo Galleries
Pictures from Iraq

* Falcons First Downrange Since the deployment started there where many improvements to the

-+ Falcons First Rear Detachment s areas of operation. Almost all of which have been completed by our

own Soldiers.
- Falcons First Friends

Flat Wilbur (Not in Schweinfurt)

Events : Upon arrival in Iraq they pulled flat Wilbur out of his bag and introduced
him to the area appropriately. These are some pictures of Flat Wilbur with

. Projects his friends from the 1st Battalion, 77th Field Artillery.
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Galleries from Rear Detachment

Rear Detachment Activation

&4 On September 30, 2008, the Falcons First Activated the Rear

Detachment.

German American Partnership Display in Wildflicken

Delta Battery conducted a layout of equipment and weapons used by
the US Army to show German civilians and Soldiers what types of

The Battalion Christmas Party was a successful gathering of family
_ members to enjoy a night with their children where they received their
Battalion T-Shirts as gifts donated by the FRG.

Wilbur Schweinfurt ('"Nuf Said)

To signify to the children of the Schweinfurt community the supporting

X ; units have devised two community wide characters to represent
sponsoring units as they deploy to their respective areas of operation. Wilbur Schweinfurt is

used to represent deployment to and from lrag. An alternate character is known as
Schweinella. She is used to represent deployment to Afganistan.

SES Pushup Test

The Soldiers of the 1-77 FA sponsored a push up event for the
) children of the community to show them the types of activities we deal
with in every day army life.

1SES Community Volksmarch

e sponsored the children of the SES along with other units from within

he community to give the children of the community a day out where

they walked from the school, past Ledward barracks, to past the local wash rack and Kessler

Field to the cross road leading to the local training area where they all received an apple for

their trek and then returned. Along the way each unit set up a static display of equipment the
the Army uses Day to day.

Deployment Sendoffs

The families of the Falcons First showed mixed emotions when it

came time for their loved ones to deploy in support of the war on
terrorism. They used the opportunity to say goodbye to their loved ones and to wish them a
safe return.

The Harvest Festival

The community held a harvest festival to show the spirit of Halloween.
There were many events to keep families busy. The Soldiers of the

Falcons First Franconian Fall Formal

The Rear Detachment organized a Formal all ranks ball while the

Soldiers of the unit were in Grafenwoehr preparing for the upcomming
deployment. Many were in attendance, and LT. General Hunzecker spoke as a guest of the
Battalion as a motivational tool.
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Kyle R. Bergstreser
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Events

» Projects

Archives
Jason A. Cole
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Tristan L. Trisvan
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David M. Evetts

Board Member

Daron C. Curry

Board Member

Philip A. Itliong
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ARTICLE 1: NAME, LOCATION, AND AUTHORITY
+ Unit History

» Command Group SECTION 1. The name of this organization is The Friends of the Falcons First Battalion, located
in the Schweinfurt military community, Schweinfurt Federal Republic of Germany. This is a

+ Battalion Website private organization operating in support of 1-77FA.

+ Battery Websites
SECTION 2. This organization will operate in the Schweinfurt military community and within the
guidelines set forth by USAREUR, USAG Schweinfurt, and AR 210-22.

Photo Galleries , . N | : :
SECTION 3. Any amendments will comply with all military regulations governing private
organizations operating in the military community and supersede and previous articles or

-+ Falcons First Downrange organizations and become effective at the close of the meeting in which they are adopted.
-+ Falcons First Rear Detachment
SECTION 4. This organization is established in accordance with AR 210-22 and USAREUR
- Falcons First Friends policy. This organization is not an instrumentality of the United States, will be self sustaining,
and may not receive financial assistance of the Army or Non-appropriated Funds. Neither the
United States Army nor USAREUR nor USAG Schweinfurt nor any other part of the United
Events States Government will assume responsibility for the organization's actions or debts. This
organization will not in any way duplicate or compete with non-appropriated funds instrumentality
+ Projects operation or appropriated fund Governmental function.
SECTION 5. All members, in accordance with host nation laws, may be personally liable to
. creditors, if the assets of the organization are insufficient to discharge all liabilities.

Archives

SECTION 6. All members are required to read the Constitution and By-laws upon joining the
- Charter Members organization. Members will be required to sign a statement to that effect that they understand
. the provisions of this section and did in fact read the Constitution and

By-laws.
- Fundraisers

By-Laws

Links
ARTICLE I: DUTIES OF OFFICERS

* Jrceeein SECTION 1: Officers on the end of their term of office will ensure that all organization records

+» Falcons First Rear Detachment are complete including checkbook, financial statements and meeting minutes. These items will
be handed off to the new board of officers.

+ Blackhawk Shield Association
» Weston Supports SECTION 2: The organization President will ensure the treasurer maintains the checkbook and

financial statements. The Secretary will record all meetings and all rules and regulations are
followed. The Treasurer will maintain accurate accounting records, financial statements and

-+ USAG Schweinfurt

» Soldier & Family Assistance Center ensure all funds are spent in an appropriate manor. The Secretary will maintain accurate records

and will record all votes and decisions made by the board of Officers.

ARTICLE II: MEETINGS AND MEMBERSHIP NUMBERS

SECTION 1: Meetings will be held monthly at a location determined by a majority vote of the
Officers of the organization. All meetings must be comprised of at least three members of the
organization. One of these members must be an Officer of the organization.

SECTION 2: Upon change of an officer and updated list to include full name, address and
daytime telephone number will be forwarded to the approval authority.

SECTION 3: A copy of all meeting minutes will be forwarded to the approving authority and be
signed by the president.

SECTION 4: All members of the Friends of The Falcons First Organization will be supportive and
operate under both the Army Values and the values of the Blackhawk Brigade and the Falcons
First Battalion. All members of the organization will have a SOFA status.

ARTICLE lll: SPECIAL COMMITTEES

SECTION 1: All special committees will have a list of responsibilities and goals. When a special
committee is created a date will be given that the special committee will be dissolved.

ARTICLE IV: EXPENDITURES

SECTION 1: Expenditures will be limited to supporting the Falcons First Battalion and costs of
running the private organization will be kept to a minimum.

SECTION 2: Any purchases made to support the Falcons First Battalion will not exceed $500 per
purchase. Any expenditure used for this organization will be used for logistical purposes only.
Petty cash will only be held by the treasurer and use must be authorized by the president.

ARTICLE V: INCOME

SECTION 1: This organization will only receive income through fundraisers and donations.

SECTION 2: Any funds used for administrative expenses will not exceed 20 % of money raised

during the fund raiser.

SECTION 3: All donations will not be solicited or accepted from any person or entity seeking to
do personal business in order to gain monetarily from said business with 1-77FA and it's officers,
whether commissioned, non-commissioned or warranted.

ARTICLE VI: FINANCIAL CONTROL

SECTION 1: The account records will be maintained to reflect the assets, liabilities, and financial

transactions of the organization.

SECTION 2: Financial statements will be prepared every quarter signed by the president and
forwarded to the approving authority. Financial statements will consist of a balance sheet profit
and loss statement and fund equity statement.

SECTION 3: If the organization should ever be dissolved all assets and property will be either
donated to the soldiers of the Falcons First Battalion or given to a similar organization with

similar goals and values.

SECTION 4: All money over 1,000 dollars will be stored at the Community Bank on Ledward
Barracks under the account name Friends of the Falcons First (Account Number:
3681426042). All money held on hand will be less than 1,000 dollars and will be insured through
AlG Insurance Policy Number D53-20580

SECTION 4: The organization will reimburse the Army for utility expenses unless such use of
utilities is incidental.

ARTICLE VII: BONDING

SECTION 1: When the total cash on hand, cash in bank and saleable merchandise to which any
elected officer or employee of the organization has access is equal to or greater to $1000 the
organization will purchase fidelity insurance. The Insurance will be procured at the organizations

expense from a commercial firm and an amount sufficient to provide full protection of assets.

ARTICLE VIII: AUDIT

SECTION 1: Auditors contracted by private organizations must comply with audit procedures,
and requirements in accordance with USAREUR Private Organization and Fundraising Policy.

SECTION 2: Financial statements will be prepared upon change of treasurer as an audit is

required upon change of treasurer.

SECTION 3: A corrective action reply will be forwarded to the approving authority within 30 days
of an audit.

ARTICLE VIIIl: DONATIONS

SECTION 1: A list of all donations made throughout the year will be prepared and forwarded to

the approving authority annually.

ARTICLE X: FUNDRAISING

SECTION 1: The organization will not engage in fundraising without approval from the approving
authority. All fundraising will be in accordance with the criteria identified in AER 210-22 Section
.

SECTION 2: A letter requesting permission to conduct a fundraising event will be forwarded to

the approving authority at least 30 days prior to the event.

SECTION 3: Participation in fundraising activities will be limited to members of the armed forces
their family members and members of the civilian component of the US Armed Forces and their
family members who are authorized logistical support.

SECTION 4: The organization will submit an AAR to the approving authority within 30 days of the

event. The summary will consist of planning execution problems suggestions and distributions of
funds.

ARTICLE XI: RESCISSION

SECTION 1: The constitution and By-Laws will be effective immediately after approval of the
organization and approving authority.

SECTION 2: Upon approval of the constitution and By-Laws all previous constitutions and By-

Laws are rescinded

ARTICLE XII: RESTRICTIONS

SECTION 1: There will be no official relationship between the organization’s activities, official
duties, and responsibilities of DOD personnel who are organization members and participants.

SECTION 2: The organization will not be created administered or operated by DOD personnel
acting in an official capacity.

SECTION 3: This organization will not propagate extremists activities, advocate violence against
others, or advocate the violent overthrow of the United States government.

SECTION 4: This organization nor any of its members will seek to deprive individuals of their civil
rights

ARTICLE XIII: RATIFICATION

The By-Laws have been approved by a majority vote on 18 August 2008
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The 1st Battalion, 77th Field Artillery was organized 11 June 1917 as Troops A and B,

* Unit History 19th Cavalry. Their first duty was in support of operations on the southern border

» Command Group against Mexican bandits (thus the cactus at the top of the crest). The unit was

reorganized on 11 November 1917 as Battery A, 77th Field Artillery, and was attached to

“ Edliglah st the 4th Infantry Division on 19 November. The battalion distinguished itself during five

» Battery Websites major campaigns in World War | as part of the 4th Infantry Division signified by five

fleur-de-lies on the crest. At the conclusion of hostilities most of the 77th Field Artillery

was present at Montfaucon when the Armistice was signed, Thus a Falcon Proper was

Photo Galleries placed on the Battalion Colors. The unit was inactivated at Camp Lewis, WA on 21
September 1921.

» Falcons First Downrange In preparation for World War Il, the battalion was activated as Battery A, 634th Field

-+ Falcons First Rear Detachment Artillery Battalion at Fort Sill in 1935. As part of the 3rd Infantry Division, the battalion

saw action in the Mediterranean campaigns of WWII, including Sicily and Anzio. The

» Falcons First Friends unit experienced intense combat from the French Riviera through the Vosages

Mountains, and later participated in the final drive into Germany. On 15 May 1945 the
unit was redesignated Battery A, 77th Field Artillery Battalion, and was inactivated 4
Events January 1946 at Camp Kilmer, New Jersey.

» Projects The battalion was activated 1 January 1957 at Fort Hood, and after several
redesignations, became the 1st Battalion, 77th Field Artillery. 1-77 FA arrived in Vietnam
on 13 September 1965 as part of the 1st Cavalry Division. The battalion distinguished

Archives itself during action throughout Vietham. The battalion fought gallantly during bitter

fighting in battles west of Plei Me within the Pleiku Province, and for this received the

Presidential Unit Citation. 1-77 FA went on to provide fires in the Chu Pong area, Bong

* Charter Members Song, and Quang Ngai for the 1st Cavalry Division. In February 1968 the unit fought in

-+ Donors support of | Corps during the Tet offensive and fought in Operation Pegasus to liberate
the siege at Khe Sanh in April 1968. In November 1968 the battalion was shifted to the

» Fundraisers lll Corps area of Quan Loi. Headquarters and C Batteries received Valorous Unit Awards

for action at LZ Grant in April of 1969. Throughout the war the battalion fought with

determination, pride, and valor. The battalion was awarded the Viethamese Gallantry

Links Cross with Palm, and the Valorous Unit Award (FISH HOOK) for their actions.

» 172nd SIB In April, 1971, 1-77 FA, returned to Fort Hood from Vietham with the 1st Cavalry
Division. The last active element of the battalion, Battery A, 1-77 FA was inactivated in
» Falcons First Rear Detachment 1995 at Fort Knox, Kentucky. The unit was activated as a Multiple Launch Rocket

» Blackhawk Shield Association System Battalion at Fort Sill on 7 June 1996.

+ Weston Supports
PP In 2001 1-77 FA deployed an MLRS Battery to Kuwait in support of Intrinsic Action and

+ USAG Schweinfurt later provided Soldiers to augment the 75th Field Artillery Brigade Headquarters during
S idar & Ebnit Resich -~ two deployments to Operation Iraqi Freedom that included the Sensitive Site

» Soldier amily Assistance Center
y Exploitation Task Force and the Force Field Artillery Headquarters for the 1st Cavalry

Division.

In 2005 the battalion task organized and trained to perform in lieu of missions
supporting Operation Iraqi Freedom 05-07, arriving at Camp Arifjan, Kuwait in
September and October. The battalion inactivated on 6 March 2007 at Fort Sill
Oklahoma.

The battalion was again reactivated in Schweinfurt, Germany as an M109A6 Paladin Self

Propelled Howitzer Battalion on March 17th, 2008. The battalion is currently the most
modern and lethal artillery battalion in the United States Army, just being fielded with
embedded hardware and software to fire the Excalibur GPS guided projectile. The
Battalion deployed to Iraq in support of the war on Terrorism in November 2008. They
have since then increased the overall efficiency and focus of Irag tremendously.
Falcons First!
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LTC Steven L. Hite, the son of a career Army Officer (and former Redleg) graduated from the
* MDR rsion University of Arizona with a Bachelor of Science degree in
+ Command Group Business Administration and was commissioned through the
Reserve Officers’ Training Corps in 1988. LTC Hite also holds a
V Baiialion Wetsile Master of Arts degree in Computer Resources and Information

-» Battery Websites Management from Webster University.

After completion of the Field Artillery Officer Basic Course injies
Photo Galleries 1989, LTC Hite was assigned to the 4th Battalion, 3rd Field Artillerygs
“Gunners”, 2nd Armored Division (Forward) in Garlstadt,
, Germany. He served as a Company Fire Support Officer, Platoongs
- Falcons First Downrange , , , ] ] ,
Fire Direction Officer, Platoon Leader, Special Weapons Officer,
- Falcons First Rear Detachment and Battalion Fire Support Officer. In 1991, during deployment to
, ‘ combat operations in Operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm,
- Falcons First Friends . e
LTC Hite served as a firing battery platoon leader. In 1992 he was
assigned to the Testing and Experimentation Command at Fort Sill, Oklahoma and served as a test
officer for the Paladin Follow-On Test and Evaluation. Upon graduation from the Field Artillery
Advanced Course in 1993, he was assigned as the Assistant S-3 for the 8th Battalion, 8th Field

Artillery “Steel” at Camp Stanley and later Camp Hovey in South Korea. In 1994, LTC Hite was

Events

» Projects assigned to Fort Stewart, Georgia and the 24th Infantry Division as the Battalion (BN) Fire Direction
Officer (FDQO) for the 3rd Battalion, 41st Field Artillery “Battlekings”, later re-flagged as the 1st
Battalion, 9th Field Artillery “Battlekings”, under the 3rd Infantry Division. In 1996, LTC Hite deployed
Archives to Kuwait as the BN FDO in support of Exercise Intrinsic Action. Upon return from deployment, LTC
Hite assumed command of Bravo Battery and deployed his battery to the National Training Center
two times. In 1998, following Paladin battery command, he was selected to command Headquarters

- Charter Members o . .
and Headquarters Battery, 3rd Infantry Division Artillery where he supported Operation Desert Fox

- Donors with half of his battery deployed to Kuwait.

+ Fundraisers
In 1999, LTC Hite was assigned to the Battle Command Training Program as an Opposing Forces

Operations Officer at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. Upon completion of the Command and General
Staff College, he was assigned to Fort Hood, Texas as the 4th Infantry Division's Fires Planner in
2001. In 2002, LTC Hite served as the battalion executive officer for the 4th Battalion, 42nd Field
Artillery “Straight Arrows” where he deployed with the battalion for combat operations in Operation
» 172nd SIB Iragi Freedom. In July 2003, LTC Hite became the Brigade Fire Support Officer for the 1st “Raider”
Brigade, 4th Infantry Division in Tikrit, Iraq. Upon redeployment to Fort Hood in 2004, LTC Hite was

Links

» Falcons First Rear Detachment
assigned as the executive officer of the 2nd Battalion, 77th Field Artillery “Steel Warriors”, 4th Brigade

» Blackhawk Shield Association Combat Team (BCT) as it prepared to activate as a fires battalion as part of a modular BCT.
- Weston Supports

In 2005, LTC Hite was assigned as an instructor and later as the Officer-In-Charge of the Joint
+ USAG Schweinfurt Targeting School in Virginia Beach, Virginia assigned to J7, US Joint Forces Command. On 29

+ Soldier & Family Assistance Center January 2008, LTC Hite took command of 15! Battalion, 7!" Field Artillery “First Lightning”, 2BCT

“Dagger”, 1ID. On 17 March 2008, 1-7 FA reflagged to 15t Battalion, 77'" Field Artillery “Falcons First”
as 2BCT “Dagger”, 11D reflagged to the 172d IN BDE “Blackhawks”. On 1 December 2008, 18t

Battalion, 77" Field Artillery “Falcons First”, deployed with the 172d Infantry Brigade in support of
Operation Iraqi Freedom. TF 1-77 FA currently has troops serving in three Iragi provinces.

LTC Hite's awards include the Bronze Star, the Defense Meritorious Service Medal, the Meritorious
Service Medal with one bronze Oak Leaf Cluster, the Army Commendation Medal with one silver Oak
Leaf Cluster, the Army Achievement Medal with three bronze Oak Leaf Clusters, the Armed Forces
Expeditionary Medal, the Southwest Asia Service Medal, the Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary
and Service Medals, the Korean Defense Service Medal, and the Kuwait Liberation Medals (Saudi
Arabia and Government of Kuwait). LTC Hite also wears the Joint Meritorious Unit Award, the

Valorous Unit Award, and the Parachutist Badge.

LTC Hite is married to the former Kathi |. Barrell of Lawton, Oklahoma. They have one daughter,
Chelsea (24) and two sons, Geoffrey (11) and Spencer (9).

CSM Chucky Young

CSM Young is a native of Fort Myers, Florida. He completed his basic training at Fort Sill,

Oklahoma in September, 1980. His duty assignments include 1-
333 FA (Lance) Battalion at Camp Peri, Weisbaden, Germany:
Bravo Battery Staff & Faculty Battalion at Fort Sill, Oklahoma; 4-
271 FA (MLRS) Battalion at Wertheim, Germany; Charlie
Battery, 10" FA (MLRS) at Fort Carson, Colorado; Alpha Battery,
1-27" FA (MLRS) Battalion at Babenhausen, Germany: 1-77t
FA MLRS Battalion at Fort Sill, Oklahoma; Alpha and HHS
Batteries, 1-27"" FA MLRS Battalion at Babenhausen,
Germany; HHB 415! FA Brigade, Babenhausen, Germany; and
1-7t" FA Battalion, Schweinfurt, Germany, and is currently

serving as the Battalion Command Sergeant Major of the 1-77th
Field Artillery Battalion stationed in Schweinfurt Germany.

He has performed duties as Vehicle Driver, Monitor Programmer Operator, Assistant Gunner, Gunner,
Firing Section Chief, Platoon Sergeant, First Sergeant, Battalion and Brigade Operations and
Intelligence Sergeant/Sergeant Major, and Battalion Command Sergeant Major. His formal military
training includes: WLC, BNCOC, ANCOC, Lance Missile Crewman Course, MLRS Cadre Course,
First Sergeant Course, Battle Staff Course, and the United States Army Sergeant Major Academy
Class 53. CSM Young has a Bachelor’s of Information Technology Computer Systems with American
InterContinental University.

His awards and decorations include the Bronze Star with 1 oak leaf cluster, the Meritorious Service
Medal with 4 oak leaf clusters, the Army Commendation Medal with 3 oak leaf clusters, the Army

Achievement Medal with 2 Silver oak leaf clusters, 8" Good Conduct medal, the National Defense
service Ribbon with 1 bronze star, the South West Asia Medal with 3 bronze stars, the Kosovo
Campaign Medal, the Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal with 1 bronze star, the Global
War on Terrorism Service Medal, the Humanitarian Service Medal, 4" NCO Professional

Development Ribbon, the Army Service Ribbon, 6!" Overseas Service Ribbons, the NATO Medal from
Kosovo, the Southwest Asia Kuwait Liberation Medal, and the Kuwait Liberation Medal. CSM Young
has also been awarded Saint Barbara's Medal and is a member of the Audie Murphy and Sergeant
Morales Clubs.

CSM Young is married to Andrea P. Young, of Bad Mergentheim Germany. They have two sons,
Maurice and Chucky Jr.

1-77 FA BATTALION BATTERY COMMANDS
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» Unit History Q: What is the Friends of the Falcons First Organization?

» Command Group
A: The primary purpose of the private organizations is to provide support, sponsorship and

» Battalion Website positive morale to the Soldiers of 1-77 FA.

- Battery Websites
Q: How can | learn more about the Falcons First Battalion?

Photo Galleries read more about 1st
Battalion, 77th Field Artillery.

- Falcons First Downrange

Q: Is the Friends of the Falcons First a Tax Exempt private organization?

-+ Falcons First Rear Detachment
» Falcons First Friends A: No it is not.

i Aaiaiuy Q: If I cannot donate money to the Friends of the Falcons First, how can | still help the

organization?

Events A: You can send care packages to the Soldiers of the unit to

» Projects FOTFF
C/O 1-77 FA
CMR 457
APO AE 09033

Archives

- Charter Members
- Donors

+ Fundraisers

Links

172nd SIB
+ Blackhawk Shield Association
» Weston Supports
» USAG Schweinfurt

» Soldier & Family Assistance Center
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